
“A Night in New Orleans” 
with Child Care Choices 

 
The 2001 Benefit & Auction was held at St.Patrick’s Parish 
Center in Troy and once again the committee outdid itself and 
the entire event was enormously successful. 
“A Night in New Orleans” raised almost $19,000 for the 
organization and managed once again to increase the general 
awareness of Child Care Choices and its many services. 
The funds generated by the fundraiser were used to: 
� Make hundreds of referrals to families needing child care 
� Partially fund 30 workshops for Home Child Care Providers 

and Day Care Center personnel 
� Continue the Partners in Parenting newsletter program 
� Helped fund the recruitment of 29 new home childcare 

providers 
The annual Benefit & Auction could not be a success without 
the hundreds of volunteer hours that go into putting it together 
and also the generous support of local individuals and 
businesses.  We thank each and every person for the role they 
play in making the event the huge success it is every year. 

 

 
 

7390 S. St. Rt. 202, Tipp City, Ohio 45371 
937-667-1799 or 937-773-9944 
childcarechoices@yahoo.com 

http://www.child-care-choices.org 

Child Care Choices 
“Your Link to Community Child Care” 

 
2001 Report to the 

Community 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Child Care Choices links those needing child care 
with providers giving care in Miami County and 

surrounding areas. We provide child care 
information, training, and support for families and 

child care providers to help them give  
the best possible child care. 



Growth in Services
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Child Care Choices Serves Miami County and 
Surrounding Communities 

 
 In 2001 Child Care Choices helped 520 families find child 
care for 725 children.  There is an increased need for child care 
due to many two parent working families, single parent families 
and families being affected by welfare reform. 
 Child Care Choices offers families ongoing support 
through parenting newsletters, follow-up calls and phone 
counseling about child care concerns. 
 Child Care Choices offers parents information on 
choosing quality child care with each list of child care referrals. 
 
 
 
 

Child Care Choices supports child care 
centers and home child care providers. . . 

 
 Child Care Choices’ registered providers and center staff 
members receive support from Child Care Choices through 
telephone counseling, a quarterly newsletter and workshop 
training sessions.  The Child Care Choices “Partners in 
Parenting” newsletter offers helpful information to providers to 
share with the parents of children in their care. 
 Child Care Choices also gives each new home child care 
provider a start-up kit and a “technical assistance” visit as part 
of the registration process.  These visits are free of charge and 
give the provider the chance to talk about specific issues of 
concern to them, ask questions and gain new ideas and 
insights from a childcare professional. 
 Child Care Choices believes that well-trained child care 
providers offer better quality child care and encourage all 
registered providers to attend as many of the Child Care 
Choices workshops as possible. 

 
Training!  Training!  Training! 

 
Research has shown that well-trained child care 

providers offer better quality child care.  Child Care Choices 
offered 30 training workshops in 2001 with topics ranging from 
the basics in the Health and Safety in Family Day Care training 
curriculum to child development, creative activities and other 
topics. 

Child Care Choices collaborated with eight other 
agencies in sponsoring “Will I Have a Friend?”, a workshop 
attended by 94 caregivers.  Home childcare providers are also 
given opportunities to learn fun, creative and inexpensive ways 
to provide a good, quality active learning environment for the 
children in their care.  These learning opportunities would not 
be possible without some of the dollars raised at the annual 
Child Care Choices Benefit and Auction.  Contributions made 
to this worthwhile event really do help kids throughout Miami 
County. 
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Child Care Choices Keeps on Growing… 
 

Child Care Choices continued to serve many families… 
� Made 520 child care referrals for 725 children. 
� Added 29 new home childcare providers for a total of 130 in 

the Child Care Choices network. 
� Registered a total of 52 area childcare centers. 
 
The Child and Adult Care Food Program continued… 
� As we assisted 48 providers who serve nutritious meals to 

children. 
 
Child Care Choices sponsored programs for 2001… 
� Sent monthly activity and resource packets to all registered 

and certified home day care providers in Miami County.  
Each packet contained a children’s book and many activities. 

� The Story Lady made visits to childcare homes and centers.  
She sang songs, read stories and did art and craft activities 
with the children.  Caregivers watched and learned new 
ideas. 

� Partners in Parenting newsletter is sent to approximately 
2000 families each month 

� Distributed over 4,000 children's books to child care 
providers and the children in their care 

 
Child Care Choices works with other agencies… 
� Works closely with Miami County Dept. of Job & Family 

Services in planning and giving child care provider training. 
� Participates in the Miami Country Early Intervention 

Consortium, UVAEYC, Week of the Young Child, and Miami 
County Family and Children First Council 

 
Volunteers help stretch every dollar…Child Care Choices 
staff, board and community members work many volunteer hours 
a week including facilitating workshops, presentations to the 
community, office help, fund-raising, and many other activities 
 
Community volunteers contribute substantially to the services 
given to Miami County families through Child Care Choices. 

.
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Director 
Elizabeth Russ 
 
Food Program Administrator 
Gail Ruhkamp 
 
Staff 
Molly Spencer 
Lucy Godbey 
Lynn Ratliff 
Kelly Flora 
Carol Myers 
 
Board Members 
Ann Baird 
Nancy Bianchi 
Ruth Bowell 
Cheryl Buecker 
Sonia Ewald 
Pt Holmes 
Kate Johnsen 
Carol Morgan 
Carol Myers 
Kathie Perri 
Dorie Perry 
Janine Phelan 
Vicki Priaulx 
Jennifer Purdy 
Sharron Short 
 
Grants 
CTF through Miami Co. 

Family & Children First 
Ohio Children’s Trust Fund 
Miami Co. Dept. of Jobs and 

Family Services 
Tipp Foundation 
Edison Community College 
Altrusa 
Tipp City Rotary 
Mathile Family Foundation 
Ohio Dept. of Job and 

Family Services 
Bill & Elaine Mercurio 

through The Dayton 
Foundation 

 
United Way Funds 
Piquarea United Way 

Venture Grant 
Tipp City Area United Way 
Troy United Way 
 
Corporate Sponsors 
Atlantis, Piqua 
Carey Electric, Vandalia 
Dale’s Auto Service Center, 

Inc., Tipp City 

Favorite Insurance, Tipp 
City 

Stolle Corporation 
Third Savings 
Stolle Corporation 
Trimble (formerly Spectra 

Precision) 
Wampler Plumbing, Tipp 

City 
 
Personal Donations  
Gloria Archer 
Barbara Bailey 
Leesa Baker 
Jeff & Susan Bargemann 
James Briggs 
Mary Burns  
Marti Cain 
Jesse Chamberlain 
Sonia & Larry Ewald 
Lucille Flora 
Barbara Geiger 
Rod Gosvoda 
Joyce Herron 
Heather Bailey Hoffman 
Lila Jansen 
Dan Kerber 
Joan Klopf 
Adele Penrod 
Kathie and Frank Perri 
Mark & Vicki Priaulx 
Don & Virginia Ruhkamp 
Shirley Spencer 
David & Doris Studebaker 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Vandeveer 
Phillip Wampler 
Joyce Ward 
Roxanne Welsh 
Valerie Willis 
Bert & Helen Wolfe 
Mr. & Mrs. Basil Zabeck 
Greene Street Church 
St. John the Baptist Church 
 
Office & Workshop Space 
West Charleston Church of 
the Brethren 
 
Benefit Supporters  
Benefit Committee 
Co-Chairs 
Janine Phelan 
Jennifer Purdy 
Asst. Chair 
Susan Bargemann 
 

Committee Members 
Ann Baird 
Tess Balcerek 
Ruth Bowell 
Cheryl Buecker 
Heidi Burton 
Ellen Cotterman 
Carol Erisman 
Sonia Ewald 
Marilyn Fennell 
Lucy Godbey 
Ann Hampton 
Karen Husa 
Carol Janning 
JoNell Jaynes 
Kate Johnsen 
Joan Klopf 
Tara Lewis 
Anna Milliron 
Carol Myers 
Naomi Jane-Ewald Orme 
Dorie Perry 
Gail Ruhkamp 
Betsy Russ 
Lorna Slanker 
Steve Slanker 
Molly Spencer 
Lori Spencer 
Lorna Swisher 
Carolyn Swisher 
Beth vanHaaren 
Mary Vernau 
 
Special Friends  
Cheryl & Tom Buecker 
Lucille Flora 
Sonia & Larry Ewald 
Bill & Elaine Mercurio 
Liz & Tom Timmer 
 
Patron Donors 
Ken & Barbara Bailey 
Bill & Barbara Brewer 
Jim & June Kyle 
 
Underwriters  
CoriGraphics, Troy 
Nick Hoover & Betty 

Peachey, Coldwater Café, 
Tipp City 

Bernie Edwards – Combo 
pianist 

Marsha Bonhart – Master of 
Ceremonies 

Paddy’s Restaurant, Tipp 
City 

Debbie Davis, Elegant 
Balloon, Tipp City 

 
Ashley’s Pastry Shop, 

Oakwood 
Bakehouse Bread Co., Troy 
Big Sky Bread Company, 

Dayton 
Bowman & Landes Turkeys 

Inc., New Carlisle 
Chmiel’s Market, Tipp City 
Coldwater Café, Tipp City 
Lincoln Park Grill, Dayton 
Martino’s Pizza, Tipp City 
Miami Trails 
Schwan’s, Troy 
Taggarts, Troy 
Town and Country Market, 

Tipp City 
Trojan Catering, Troy 
 
Dorie Perry 
Gail Ruhkamp 
Jeannine Bretland 
Lori Spencer 
Anna Milliron 
 
Benefit Donors 
Andy's Garden 
Applebee's 
Auto Zone 
Barbara Bailey 
Barclay's Men and Women's 

Clothiers 
Barnes & Noble 
Beth and Michael van 

Haaren 
Bill and Elaine Mercurio 
Bob Evans Restaurant 
Bonnie Ariss 
Boonshoft Museum of 

Discovery  
Brukner Nature Center 
Buecker Interiors 
Bunnies & Things 
Burger King 
BW3's 
Cairns Collectibles 
Carolyn Swisher & Lorna 

Swisher 
Carriage House Massage 
Catherine Russ and Katie 

Pierce 
Cheri Brockman, 

Longaberger Consultant 
Cheryl & Tom Buecker 

Chmiels Market 
CJ Highmarks 
Clistia Hosbrook 
Creative Kids 
CVS Pharmacy 
Dayton Ballet 
Del & Dorie Perry 
Dick Whited 
Digi-Tech Satellite Services 
Dino's Cappucinos 
Down A Country Lane 
Ed and Betsy Russ 
El Sombrero 
Family Bike Shop 
Family Pets 
Fashionette Beauty Supply 
Francis Office Supply 
Gary & Marilyn Fennel 
GeNell's 
Glen Garden Gifts 
Ha-Ha Pizza 
Hair Gallery 
Hans Peot 
Harmony Farm 
Health Park Dentistry 
Heather Bailey Hoffmann 
Hinders 
Hittle's Jewelry 
Hollywood Video 
Hot Tan Café 
Iams 
Jane Adams-Smith 

Longaberger Consultant 
Janine Phelan 
Jay and Mary's Little 

Professor Book Center 
Jim & Naomi Jane Ewald 

Orme 
Kathie Peot  of Creative 

Memories 
Kelly Flora 
Kidz Central/Apple Valley 

Candles 
Leaf and Vine 
Linda's Sew & Sew 
Little Lori Originals 
Lynn Glenn 
M&R Hallmark 
Mail Boxes Etc. 
Mama's Midnight Bakery 
Marcia McKenzie 
Marti Cain 
McDonald's Corporate 

Office 
Michael and Jennifer Purdy  
Molly and Rex Spencer 

Old Tippecanoe Coffee 
Company 

Paddy's Tippecanoe Inn 
Pat Hopkins 
Patricia Link Dancing 

School 
Piqua Area Chamber of 

Commerce 
Reed & Lori Spencer 
Roark Furs and Service Co. 
Robert & Sylvia Kress 
Robertson Kitchen & Bath 
S & K Embroidery 
S&R Goldsmith Jewelers 
Saunders Seed 
Schroeder Tennis Center 
Second Story Gallery 
Second Street Eatery 
Sonia and Larry Ewald 
Sound City 
Starbucks 
Stillwell's Thoma & Son's 
Subway -Tipp City 
Sugden Furniture 
Sunrise Café 
Susan & Jeff Bargemann 
Sylvan Learning Center 
Taggart's 
Tess Balcerek 
The Cartridge Man 
 
The Learning Source 
The Little House 
Tipp City Martial Arts 

Center 
Tipp Cyclery 
Troy Sports Center 
Troy Tipp Lawn Equipment 
Upper Valley JVS 
Victoria Theatre Association 
Virginia Ruhkamp 
Wavelength Wellness 

Beauty Center 
WMUB  
Would You Could You in a 

Frame 
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